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Eugene Willging 


Mencken, The American Language. Supplement 
Knopf. Aug. 20, 1945. xv, 739p. $5.00 


daily editorialist for the Baltimore Evening Sun, 
1910, Mencken occasionally experimented with discus- 
sion American speech. August, 1913, printed 
his first magazine article the subject. “When, 1917, 
the United States entered World War and free speech 
was suspended the department public affairs 
sought release from bonds and exercise for curiosity 
that language. The result was the first edition 
‘The American Language’,” March, 1919 (Preface, 
x). The Fourth, corrected, enlarged, 
edition appeared 1936. the classic book the 
American language. 


The present Supplement has exactly the same format 
the Fourth Edition but lighter paper that though 
having almost many pages (thirty fewer), half 
inch thinner. Mencken achieved technical feat that 
this volume true supplement the first six chapters 
the Fourth Edition and that yet can read interest- 
ingly and intelligently without reference it. achieves 
this using the same headings and occasionally taking 
topic sentence, bracketed, from the basic work. The 
topics, therefore, and the ideas both books are the same 
but the data the Supplement are new and additional. 
The author promises Supplement Two for Chapters VII 
XIII the Fourth Edition about year. 


The Supplement describes length how Americans have 
added words the King’s English and modified and 
how from earliest times the English have resented and 
attacked these American language activities, which attacks 
have been twice prudently moderated only the face 
German danger and the need American military help 
(p. 58). The probable origin and history many words, 
such Yankee, Brain Trust, flapper, Pennsylvania Dutch, 


and hundreds others are discussed. The effects 
various nationalities and various organizations, such 
for example the Holy Name Society (pp. 674-76), the 
American language are treated and copiously illustrated. 
Rather than enumerate the contents ought more 
interesting state the ideologies that run through the 
book, and add comment them. His chief thesis 
that our language should considered, not English, but 
American. Our language and should what the 
American people want make it, not what the British 
would like be. His important linguistic philosophy 
that that right which the people say, not what the 
“schoolmarms” want them classicists, and 
school teachers constantly come under his gentle ridicule 
wrongheaded but futile brakes wholesome American 
language development. cites how 12,500,000 teacher- 
hours have been wasted trying eradicate the use 
(p. 404). insists that American English richer, 
more vital and inventive, than British English and because 
population preponderance steadily outstripping the 
latter importance. holds the center gravity 
the English tongue has shifted from England the Mid- 
west. 

and large all these ideas are linguistically sound. 
tends over-emphasize, however, the differences between 
American and British English. Anything which sounds 
like desire have these develop into two different lan- 
guages unwholesome. better minimize than ex- 
aggerate differences. good, however, promote 
willingness the part all those linguistic and cul- 
tural minority conform the speech habits the 
linguistic and cultural ethics there right 
and wrong independent majorities; but language not 
ethics. There good usage should usage. 
Mencken really pioneer and correct one his in- 
sistence that the masses the people rather than the 
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British the teachers the arbiters our language. 
However, teachers can good influence that their 
insistence conservative forms prevents linguistic chaos 
due too many and extreme changes. However the 
end all minority groups, (that includes teachers and 
British publicists), should bow the usage the 
ity, majority which likely mid-American. 


Mencken wary and generally rather unsympathetic 
toward euphemisms, and almost seems regret that 
profanity declining. The problem euphemisms one 
the special hurdles that God put the path toward 
heaven. myself scorn the euphemism streetwalker yet 
would rather take castor oil than speak the word the 
Bible uses. the whole, Mencken’s attitude amusing 
rather than harmful. surprisingly restrained toward 
the Holy Name Society’s efforts 
(p. 674). 

Sociologically valuable his discussion the word Negro 
and the word Jew (611-618). These pages 
are honest, sympathetic, and helpful. The book really 
full valuable historial and sociological implications 
many subiects—and implications are quite generally 
sympathetic for what and good and scornful 
what false and bad. 


these implications seem one factor which 
makes the book interesting. discussion the most 
unstimulating word often finally brings inward chuckle. 
One can take the book any page and find oneself in- 
terested amused. That book language should 
interesting marvelous feat. 


The book full interesting references and footnotes, 
and has fine word list and index. would seem 
almost “must” for libraries, and fine book for 
individual add his own not book 
many people will want read straight through but 
one which anyone, young and old, can enjoyably read 
pages here and there and now and then. 


Book the Month Selection 


Ullman, James Ramsey. The White Tower. Lippincott. 
Sept. 1945. 479p. 


When Captain Martin Ordway, pilot and last survivor 
crippled American bomber, bailed out over Switzerland, 
landed Kandermatt, small town where had 
gone mountain climbing his youth. The village, snow- 
bound, has almost escaped the war, although the guides 
are now members armed mountain patrol, and there 
are few refugees. The story, such is, series 
flashbacks the previous careers six figures. Ordway 
had been love, his first visit Kandermatt, with 
Carla Raudiger. After she discovered that her Viennese 
husband was Nazi, she destroyed their unborn child 
abortion, and fled Switzerland, where she found work 
hotel. She and Martin meet and, since her husband 
only Nazi, apparently proper for the author 
make Swiss idyll their adultery the mountains. 
The seduction detailed (pp. 204-5). 


Also the village for various reasons are: (1) Nicholas 
Radcliffe, English veteran the first World War, now 
comfortable with his studies geology, and stirred only 
passing desires return England and serve, and 
climb the White Tower, peak inaccessible Everest, 
which had once tried; (2) Paul Delambre, exotic and 


Mencken Ullman Steiner 


Best SELLERs 


frightened French art dabbler, quoter Gide, collector 
Gauguin, and, his own definition and account, 
seducer par excellence; (3) Siegfried Hein, officer leave 
from the German Alpine troops, weary after Poland, Nor. 
way, and Stalingrad; and (4) Andreas Benner, native 
guide, whose father was killed the ice, and who has 
great skill, shrewd insight, and simple faith. 


These six decide (on 208, where the story really begins) 
climb the mountain which has never been tamed. Rad- 
cliffe wants master the peak memory Mallory, lost 
Mt. Everest; Delambre, because bored life and 
cold gold-digger Swedish wife; Hein, because only 
the master race should triumph great undertakings; 
Benner, what his father never did; Ordway and 
Carla, because they had wanted when they were 
younger. The story the climb, brilliant detail and 
magnificent suspense the only worthwhile element 
the narrative. 


For particular reason, one reaches the top: Radcliffe 
turns back because his age, Delambre gets drunk and 
dies drift, Hein pushes alone and falls from 
ice crack, Benner and Carla turn back find Delambre, 
Ordway falls from sun-blindness some 300 yards from 
the peak. All this tied dimly with various 
ments which seem philosophy, but the philosophy 
not clear. 


Except for Radcliffe and Benner, none the characters 
believe anything, not even themselves; 
preoccupation with the physical painfully 
blasphemy and profanity are scattered liberally through 
the first third the story. Fit for mature readers, 
mains pretty much waste time. 


Steiner, Lee Where People Take Their Troubles? 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 14, 1945. xiv, 265p. $3.00. 


1933 the Society for Mental Hygiene asked Mrs. 
Steiner assist study “psychological quackery”. 
She accepted, and continued the study personal re- 
search problem. Thus ten years careful investigation 


have gone into her answer the question posed her 


book. Direct investigation, she found, 
valueless. Questions about their methods, professional 
rating, brought from the practitioners only exaggerated 
accounts their astounding successes, answers usually 
accompanied their literature. The indirect method got 
results. First (and with the proper permissions) Mrs. 
Steiner set herself consultant, advertising “The 
Advisory Service”. Later she herself sought assistance for 
imaginary difficulties from the practicing psychologists. 
Thus she came contact with the persons who need 
seek assistance well with the people who presume 
give it, and was able compare many instances the 
actual advice given with the problem presented. There 
was seldom any correlation here. 


The book record her findings, and say that her 
discoveries are shocking understatement. 
tinguished from psychiatrists, who must M.D.’s and 
must have further specialized psychotherapy, the only 
qualifications required for setting oneself psychol- 
ogist seem address, listing the telephone 
directory, and professional manner. Neither license 
nor professional training demanded. dubious 
torate—or any other combination mysterious alphabeti- 
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cal symbols after one’s name—is recommended; and this 
may acquired either personal proclamation, or, for 
moderate fee, from self-accredited institutes which exist 
for this purpose. From that point every man for 
himself. 


There great services offered. Some will 
“Listen” (at distance) for goodly fee, forwarding their 
advice mail. Most them operate through personal 
consultation, office replete with psychological props 
and soothing lights. Some dispense their aid via the news- 
paper columns, others via the airwaves. They have little 
common except reluctance discuss their profes- 
sional accrediting competence, and the fact that their 
glib solutions ordinarily miss the problem. They seldom 
discover the real problem. None are spared the book. 
reads like indictment, with names and cases, checked 
and re-checked, presented evidence. Mrs. Steiner has 
covered the entire field quackery: columnists, consulting 
psychologists, radio counsellors, spiritualists, occultists, 
palm-readers, numerologists, astrologists, orientalists, trance 
therapists, and the personality-through-speech and how- 
to-win-friends promoters. 


The evidence complete and damning. would too 
much hope that the book will reach (or would con- 
vince, reached) the people who are looking for help. 
stimulates responsible organizations and authorities 
institute some sort control over the quacks, will 
have more than justified the labor research. 

Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


McNaughton, Frank and Hehmeyer, Walter. This Man 
Truman. Whittlesey House. Aug. 20, 1945. 219p. $2.50. 


This the first litany books which will inevitably 
written about man who admits that looks “just 
like any other fifty people you meet the street” and 
who, perhaps for that very reason, has captured the sym- 
the history the White House. isn’t the best book 
which will written about him, nor the most critical. 
But, with allowances made for the obvious haste with 
which had written capture very tempting 
market, it’s fairly creditable job. 


The authors start from the premise (which stated 
the jacket the book) that, whereas “Roosevelt and 
Wallace were the spokesmen for the Common 
President Truman the Common And, very 
wisely, they work within the limits this premise, mak- 
ing claims for their hero other than good measure 
integrity, tolerance, basic intelligence, and energetic devo- 
tion sure, they occasionally attribute 
the youth Truman certain precocity and virtuousness 
which later historians may qualify, but, for the most part, 
they almost seem apologizing for the President’s 
limitations. Lord Bryce, among others, called upon 
substantiate their theory that, after all, President the 
United States doesn’t need genius. 


The authors are adamant stating that Truman did 
everything possible switch the nomination Rayburn 
and later Byrnes. His own first love was the Senate, 
and had desire whatsoever leave it. They admit 
that came the Senate virtue the Pendergast 
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“machine”, but they insist that came without com- 
mitments and with consistent record personal honesty 
and political integrity. And they respect him for the 
deep sense loyalty which impelled him recently, against 
the advice his political counsellors, march the 
funeral procession the notorious chieftain the Kansas 
City tribe. 


was his own the Senate, and combination 
friendliness, vision, and dogged determination 
worked his way the top and, spite himself, the 
White House. The description the deservedly famous 
Truman Committee work peace and war 
many ways the best thing the book and, for all its 
sketchiness, adequate support that judgment that the 
Committee “with its fine record, has charted new func- 
tion the national legislature government con- 
stantly growing complexity”. 


Some will feel—and with reason, think—that the au- 
thors less than justice the memory Roosevelt 
their anxiety emphasize the difficulties with which 
Truman was faced taking office his successor. Others 
will charge that Wallace was deserving something better 
than kind patronizing sympathy for his intransigence 
against the economic reaction the Southern Democrats. 
Whereas Wallace failed “radical”, Truman, are 
led believe, succeeded “progressive conservative” 
with record which does not bespeak “either imagination 
startling innovations policy though Truman in- 
herently Bryce the contrary notwith- 
standing, however, would certainly appear that Truman 
face face today with enormous responsibilities and 
problems which will call for unlimited imagination and 
all sorts startling innovations. deeply admire 
Mr. Truman that hope that future biographers will say 
that was “progressive progressive” who exhibited 
generous measure both the above-mentioned qualities 
which his present biographers have denied him. 


Rev. George Higgins, 
Washington, 


Ward, Leo Ourselves, Inc. The Story 
Consumer Free Enterprise. Harper. Sept. 1945. 236p. 
$2.50. 

Father Ward’s story co-operatives interesting series 
case histories. spite the subtitle, which would 
seem limit the book consumer co-operatives, nearly 
every phase the problem covered. There are stories 
credit unions, co-operative medicine, co-operative pro- 
duction, and co-operative marketing. 


The author’s technique quite successful. taking 
extended tour into score co-operative com- 
munities, catch something the pulsing faith which 
makes co-operation successful. The spirit behind the 
movement shines through the narrative. Yet, without 
preaching moralizing, the writer manages teach many 
solid lessons. chronicles failure well success. 
sees limitations well prospects. While was his 
purpose bring out the promise latent this movement, 
has quietly deflated many the extravagant state- 
ments often found co-operative literature. 


Ourselves, Inc., does not pretend the last word 
the co-operative movement. Perhaps because its mod- 
esty might well classified among the better works 
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the subject. easily read and can recommended 
wide audience. some may introduce movement 
which has real place any complete social program. 
those who think that co-operation easy and uni- 
versal cure for all socio-economic ills, furnishes food for 


more sober reflection. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Greene, Josiah Not Our Stars. Macmillan. Sept. 


11, 1945. 588p. $3.00. 


The fault, dear Brutus, not our stars, 
But ourselves, that are underlings. 
Julius Caesar 


The force environment persons intriguing one. 
But what Not Our Stars the 
Weyland Meadows Dairy, the farm, the creamery, the 
other buildings, the trucks and equipment but above all, 
the individuals who work there and, particular, that 
half the dairy personnel who live the firm. This half 
through the years have formed close clique whose gossip 
can make break the small reputations the workers. 
group the workers are mostly concerned with their 
daily bread; their constant thought more money 
home comforts, regardless the dairy’s ability meet 
raise. 


There are least score major characters beginning 
with Thomas, the manager. His more with 
expanding dairy routes, acquiring more retail store outlets, 
building new creamery and showing increasing bank 
balances than with overall management that would con- 
sider the attitudes his drivers and the men concerned 
with dairy farming and the processing milk. 
failure delegate authority results situation where 
every complaint department head brings the answer, 
“Take Ed” who can never find the time nor the 
strength will make immediate decision. One 
reason for the rocky road that Weyland Meadows Dairy 
travels that Management was not equal its task. 
Immediately under his office Petitt 
the chief bookkeeper, soured the failure the ab- 
sentee owner choose him for Ed’s job, always ready, 
like member political party, take the opposition 
debate. Whart’s new and young assistant, Clint Mat- 
lock, the idealist through whom are channeled the con- 
flicting ideals and petty jealousies the 


The workers are grouped into the drivers, the farm 
workers including the milk processors, and their wives 
who live the company The drivers are resent- 
ful the fact that their routes are increased through 
their personal soliciting each route may suffer 
assembly line applied acquiring milk cus- 
tomers. Gradually the drivers, under the leadership 
Lew Barchi, form association present their demands 
Ed, who manages stalling tactics until position 
ruse break their front. 


The workers are grouped into departments under heads 
who are almost autonomous. These heads should have 
deeper understanding the problems the dairy but 
evidently has failed keep them informed. Selfish- 

ess, where exists the case the processing head 
Steve Ochs, can almost ruin the Dairy. 


Greene Partridge 
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Among the women the community runs constant 
stream gossip, often malicious. When Freda Ellis went 
her first farm party and took too many drinks, the 
ruined her reputation and personality for many month. 
Poetic justice catches with the originator the rumor, 
Ida Heim, when her daughter dies illegal operation 
sanctioned the mother. 


There constant flow action between these different 
groups. The wives urge their husbands demand im- 
provements for their houses from who pleads for 
more time until the new creamery can built; pneu- 
monia case the result failure install furnace. 
Lew Barchi tries organize the drivers unsuccessfully. 
Sonia tries rouse her husband Ben leave the Dairy 
and find position suitable his college education. 
Charlie Dann, department head, becomes responsible for 
delinquency the part one his farm boys, turns 
sadist and murderer. 

The crisis occurs after the new driver, Sam Roberts, came 
with doctrine cooperation. wants what Man- 
agement wants, though usually neither bright enough 
see it. so, they should cooperating, not fighting. 
Why use the ingenuity and energy internal rift 
which could used much better advantage pur- 
suing common gain?” (p. This same attitude 
that Clint’s the office. 


When drove the Jew Isaac Ledmuller out business 
manner disliked Sam the latter finally agreed 
drivers strike. broke the strike using lying 
ruse, thus showing would continue the Management 
vs. Labor policy rather than one Labor with Manage- 
ment. This alienates Clint who quits the Dairy the 
story’s close. 


The theme showing the human attitudes and motiva- 
tions behind actions well handled. the 
author’s choice language scene (e.g., the case 
fornication between Hal and Bet, 118-9) “realistic” 
that adolescents should not allowed read the book. 
Adults, however, will find Not Our Stars superior 
work novelistic craftsmanship and expert analysis 
the dairy business from the production and distribution 
angles. several ways reminiscent some Sin- 
clair Lewis’ books, such Work Art. 


Partridge, Bellamy. Thaw. Whittlesey. Sept. 
1945. 329p. $2.75. 


Bellamy Partridge has come with amusing bit 
story built around co-tenancy old Colonial farm- 
house Connecticut during the early days the present 
war when commodity shortages and rationing first began 
make their home with the American public. 


Author Herbert Cage felt the wellsprings his talent 
drying and decided that removal from New York 
home the country with roots was all that could save 
him from literary sterility. But and his wife were very 
particular their choice situation and type house 
and was only after much investigation that they found 
abandoned, ramshackle house that would fit their 
purpose. But the title was flawed that when Jonathan 
Rockwood and his wife Matilda sold the house they re- 
tained life interest. The Rockwoods, eminently respect- 
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able farming folks, had vanished five years before con- 
nection with shooting escapade which their only son 
had been involved and the house had been abandoned 
weather and decay. Herbert and Margie Gage bought the 
house gamble and when produced best selling 
novel she went spree rebuilding and restoration 
which left them the old house developed into modern 
country estate. 

the night when, their restoration completed, the Gages 
were give swanky barnwarming party the Rockwoods 
returned unannounced and proceeded 
dence the house. From then incident followed in- 
cident and complication piled complication with the 
shrewd and practical Jonathan overcoming Herbert Gage 
all points and gradually re-establishing his former way 
life. Herbert and Margie are their wits’ end trying 
evacuate the Rockwoods but the latter blithely ignore 
all attempts. When rationing and then meat and egg and 
butter shortages come the Rockwoods are the only ones 
the region eat normally since Jonathan has his own 
chickens and cow and pigs. Their garden, once Herbert’s 
lawn, furnishes vegetables for canning, Jonathan cuts his 
own firewood and their horse furnishes transportation. 
Herbert knows that leaves the Rockwoods will secure 
possession and from time immemorial that has always 
been the most heavily weighted nine points the law. 
And the Gages hang the bitter end. That bitter 
end comes when their fuel oil gives out, their food runs 
low and their electric equipment rendered useless 
severe January storm. Just they are about leave 
mistake discovered Jonathan’s title and evicted 
the sheriff. revenge plans trick the Gages 
into starting fire damaged Dutch oven that will 
demolish the house. His ruse successful and leaves 
but returns remorse extinguish the fire. The happy 
ending provided when Jonathan agrees caretaker. 


January Thaw amusing and entertaining story based 
minor legal point—that co-tenants have equal rights 
throughout the domain their tenancy. The contrasting 
natures the two parties furnish the meat the story. 
There nothing really objectionable the book, although 
times somewhat sophisticated, and would seem 
suitable light entertainment reading for readers high 
school level and upward. 


Scientific Book Club---September Selection 


Macy, Icie and Williams. Hidden Hunger. 

Americans have always tended regard themselves 
one the healthiest, best fed and medically best cared 
for all the earth’s people. Hence were shocked 
the high percentage rejections which resulted from 
Selective Service examinations and are equally shocked 
the statement (p. 165) that “the American diet 
marginal true that have made tremendous 
strides the conquest disease and the understanding 
bodily economy but the same time equally true 
that have failed avail ourselves the medical 
knowledge our disposal and that “buoyant health” 
the full meaning the term thing which too few 
Americans, living the dizzy pace modern urban life, 
can boast possession. major factor our physical 
deterioration the lack attention paid our problems 
nutrition. For the past twenty-five years major ad- 
vances the knowledge nutrition have been brought 
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the public’s attention, culminating the intensive edu- 
cational campaigns World War II. But the public 
still impressed with the idea quantity rather than qual- 
ity foods and thus, while satisfying the energy require- 
ments the body, have neglected include all food 
essentials balanced have permitted hidden 
hunger devolep. What this hidden hunger is, how 
affects us, the methods which can overcome it, 
word the whole problem nutrition forms the subject 
the present book two authors who are fitted ad- 
mirably training and experience present these facts 
for public consideration. 


The authors open with telescoped history nutrition 
and follow this with presentation reports from modern 
agencies outlining the aspects our present problem and 
some the steps that have been taken meet it. There 
follows discussion the factors concerned the choice 
and use food indicating how unbalanced diets may 
develop. Poor nutrition course leads poor health 
indicated citation various reports that subject. 
The authors then point out that the ultimate source 
the elements nutrition the soil and discuss the 
development agricultural science, the problems soil 
conservation they effect nutrition and the efficient use 
the soil producing food. 


chapter entitled “The Substance Life” are in- 
troduced the essentials nutritionally balanced diet 
and shown how modern knowledge nutrition has de- 
termined not only the need for energy foods but for 
essential amino-and fatty acids, for vitamins, minerals 
and other accessories. word the “quality” the 
food equal importance with the “quantity”. 
following chapter another problem presented. our 
methods processing, preserving, storing, transporting, 
cooking and serving food frequently destroy essential 
nutritive elements and thus impair the quality the food. 
This has led the need for fortification foods, only 
substitute for the naturally balanced diet which should 
the preferred goal. Recommended dietary allowances are 
discussed and shown that every economic and 
social level possible achieve correct nutrition. 


The problems nutrition and the use food preserve 
and better the health industrial workers, thus en- 
hancing production, are discussed are the nutritional 
experiences our armed forces. final chapter the 
authors present “Food for Thought”, series nutri- 
tional problems which will require extensive considera- 
tion the future. Among these are the importance 
food international relations, the satisfaction the 
needs the common man new goal”, 
the efficient use food production accommodate in- 
creased population and the necessity “nutrition now for 
health tomorrow”. They conclude that dietary habits are 
improving but that will still necessary carry 
intensive education among those whose hands the 
nutrition the world rests. 


cannot question the importance the whole nutrition 
problem nor can afford slight any opportunity 
forward the processes the vast education necessary 
solve it. Therefore the present book, although another 
among many, and especially since well done, must 
considered another aid the education the public 
important matter. The authors have done par- 
ticularly efficient job adapting mass complicated 
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material for the instruction the ordinary man who 
not expert the fields from which this knowledge 
drawn. There are some examples oversimplification 
and excessive generalization but they are minor with re- 
spect the whole problem and are not entirely avoidable 
work this sort. Some the graphs and figures 
could have been presented more intelligibly and times 
the quotations from reports authorities are somewhat 
excessive, interfering slightly with the continuity 
thought. There are one two minor objectionable fea- 
tures which must indicated. 258 the authors 
indicate their belief the ultimate necessity some form 
population control when the limit efficiency food 
production has been reached. the authors refer 
the “ancient biblical parable” where the multitude was 
fed the multiplication “twenty loaves and fishes” 
and implication question its status miracle. 
there somewhat amusing confusion which 
theology involved with nutrition through psychosomatic 
relationships. these features pointed out the book 
suitable for college students and generally educated 
adult readers who are willing put forth bit effort 
gain understanding important problems. 


McMeekin, Clark. Black Moon. 
July 27, 1945. 238p. $2.75. 


Dorothy Clark and Isabel McMeekin have quite flair 
for producing quiet and smooth-flowing historical novels 
which, matter how thrilling the action, can best 
characterized demure. Their novels are not historical 
the sense that panorama major historical events 
unfolds before the reader but rather that 
moment history chosen together with 
environment and with these background rather 
simple plot erected into story. The appeal these 
stories lies the slightly unusual nature the back- 
ground environment, this case circus boat floating 


down the Ohio the early 


Blamed for the accidental death friend at- 
tempted balloon ascension the young and dashing Jade 
Hunter leaves Dartmouth and becomes professional aero- 
Pittsburgh another man killed during 
unsuccessful ascent and Jade severely injured just after 
the family the boy who had been killed Dartmouth 
had forced Jade into engagement with their daughter 
Bedelia Dimmock. Unconscious and sought for murder 
Jade rescued and hidden aboard the Noah’s Ark the 
lovely America (Meri) Vespucci, aerial performer and 
lineal descendant the famous explorer. Meri’s parents 
had died and early her teens she had married, under 
some duress and with understanding the nature 
that state life, Samson, professional strong man, 
savage and cruel nature. She had been separated from 
Samson for years but continued pursue her threaten- 
ingly. 

During long convalescence Jade persuades the circus 
people forego the reward and keep him hidden, even 
joining the show where successful fortune teller 
and hypnotist. While Meri holding Jade arm’s 
length for fear Samson that gentleman consoling 
himself with Anna, none too bright servant When 
Anna disappears the blame first thrown upon Jade 
welshing politician who had engaged him for cliff leap 
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political barbecue and later shifted Samson who 
was imprisoned but escaped during the trial vowing 
kill Meri and Jade. Events follow rapidly: Jade’s fiancee 
appears upon the scene, Samson tries sink the Ark 
caught springing plank and drowns, Bedelia 
removed from the picture river captain, the Pittsburgh 
murder charge revoked and Jade given new balloon 
and new opportunity engage his chosen 
Naturally the book ends with successfuly culminated 
romance. 

This novel little story entertaining reading. makes 
pretense being other than is, simple story with 
slightly unusual background. There are two minor 
blemishes—a single instance profanity (p. 195) 
seemingly unnecessary incident illicit sexuality which 
not offensively presented (p. 
book seems suitable for adults light entertainment 
reading. 


Nichols, Edward Hunky Johnny. Houghton, 


Aug. 1945. 246p. $2.50. 


The “melting pot” problem has been part American 
history from its beginning. Sometimes evocative maior 
clashes race riots, sometimes minor individual 
cases discrimination from industries, educational insti- 
tutions, etc., the differences between races nations are 
omni-present. Hunky Johnny the author focuses atten- 
tion one Slovak’s psychological obsession tum 
have girl and marry outside his nationality. 


Johnny Opalko, the Slovak from Gary, had had four 
college the University Chicago. athlete 
had won wide acclaim; scholar had the respect 
one the university’s eminent sociologists. the 
university had met and dated quite frequently Jean 
Howland, who dwelt the well-to-do Shaker 
Heights district. After graduation Johnny tried for 
job; the depression 1930 was swing and jobs wer 
procure. Mike Opalko, his brother and asso 
ciated with liquor-racketeering group, put Johnny 
coach Slovak ball club but Johnny couldn’t display 
the leadership necessary keep the team together; the 
boys resented his “white” education. offer com 
bination coaching and history teaching job that would 
have required him exchange his Slovak name for 
Anglicized one like “John Paul” was rejected. Yet despite 
this semi-conscious pride his nationality, Johnny was 
unwilling bring Jean Howland meet his family; when 
she insisted, Johnny prepared drop her his girl over 
her protest that she had liked Mike and Emma, 
sister. But the final moment, when Johnny has already 
made the break, Jean shows her interest Johnny and 
her desire stay his side. 

That bare summary the theme fails bring out the 
author’s technique which emphasis Johnny’s sexual 
relations with Mary Korba, the Slovak girl, and Jean How- 
land, the “white” each, Johnny’s handsome 
ness breaks down all barriers that becomes 
line decision whether the author striving for 
solution the problem disparities between national 
potential readers. any event the detail descrip 
tion given sexual affairs (pp. 14, 29-32, 54, 128, 222ff 
etc.) such beyond decency and precludes rec 
ommendation this book anyone. 
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Ogilvie, Elisabeth. Storm Tide. Crowell. Aug. 31, 


$2.75. 

content this sequel High Tide Noon (Best 
Sellers, May 1944, 33) although written that 
can read without reference its predecessor. 


Taking the story with the marriage Joanna Bennett 
and Nils Sorensen, the Sorensen family have returned 
Bennett’s Island, determined back their former 
way life built around lobster fishing. dual conflict 
son develops. During the absence the Bennett 
Islanders the mainland fishermen from Brigport had set 
their traps close Bennett’s Island which the Sorensens 
regard their rightful area, more reason tradition 
afiliated with the founding family Bennetts than 
through clear-cut property rights. Joanna, particular, 
has the family pride and resents the intrusion the Brig- 
porters, personalized through the Fowler family. The 
feeling and impetuous actions Joanna irk her 
husband, Nils, whose thought that the man the 
family should make the decisions. 

Economic pressure from the Brigporters exercised through 
efusal sell Bennett Islanders lobster bait and withhold- 
ing some items groceries force the Islanders toward 
cooperative buying plan. Then crisis comes through the 
discovery Nils the drowning Winslow Fowler, 
the storekeeper and leading figure Brigport op- 
position. Nils separates from Joanna 
ralizes that the reason her assumption the headship 
the Sorensen household. talk about Nils 
pointing him the murderer Winslow brings Joanna 
his defense and submission his authority. 

The two elements economic conflict between Brigport 
and Bennett Islanders and psychological conflict be- 
tween Joanna and Nils are expertly interwoven. The 
background lobster fishing well incidental descrip- 
tions nature are well handled, never detracting from 
the movement plot. The slight amount profanity 
found High Tide Noon also appears Storm Tide; 
this exception, the story seems suitable for general 
reading. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---September Selection 


Quentin, Patrick. Puzzle for Wantons: Peter Duluth 
Mystery. Simon and Schuster. Sept. 14, 
Given: wealthy playgirl hostess who swoops down into 
Reno and carries back her Lake Tahoe mansion three 
former schoolmates, now temporary residents for the usual 
“big and gorgeous and blonde 
and unscrupulously predatory, one successful business 
woman but unsuccessful wife, and the third flower- 
like her name and very frightened. Given: the hostess’ 
impulse play the role peace-maker and her subse- 
quent invitation the three delinquent husbands 
ex-serviceman whose bank balance has been dis- 
sipated his unfaithful wife, self-styled “count” whose 
thoughts run homicide and his actions theft, and 
heart specialist the clutches blackmailer. Add 
these: the cowboy fiance the hostess, her parasitic 
and the posturing, elderly nymph who 
sweetheart, plus Lieutenant Peter Duluth and his Holly- 
wood-famous wife, Iris. And the result not murder, 
are not blamed. 

Actually, the murders are multiple. identify the 
Iris acts her intuition and gets approximately 
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the same result does Peter who resolutely summarizes 
the evidence and reasons out the answer. The evidence 
marshalls has been equally plain the reader. But 
neither intuition nor logic work the reader’s case, 
can always fall back the easy way and find the 
only who has been neither murdered nor sus- 
pected. 


Good pace, neatly constructed plot, and Henry 
last scene. Short atmosphere and setting. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College 


* 


Williams, Gurney, Editor. Stop Scream! 
Album more than 300 funny drawings nearly fifty 
2.00. 


With the approach the Christmas mailing period for 
service personnel expect more than the monthly quota 
cartoon collections. Collier’s cartoons here exempli- 
fied deserve better rating than many others have 
seen reviewed. pair nonchalant burglars, Alfred 
the sailor, the soldiers and sailors the war front, the 
women industry (with the men the kitchen), the 
food shortages, the ordinary domestic scenes, form the 
character and theme core this collection. But even 
the editors Collier’s seem have relaxed their guard 
bit and let some slightly suggestive pieces peep through, 
some the pin-up variety, others more suggestive (vide, 
pp. 15, 17, 18, 22, 29, 41, 88, 94, 119 and 131). 
who get entertainment from cartoons will find this collec- 
tion slightly above average. 


Richter, Mischa. This One’s Me. Whittlesey. 
30, 1945. 171 cartoons. $2.50. 


this our day the art cartooning with its numerous 
practitioners has reached new levels perfection, especi- 
ally the use media, but for the most part has fallen 
new depths the choice material and the type 
message conveyed. This collection has reached new 
level perfection. While some few cartoons are really 
humorous most them are the same materialistic, semi- 
sexily suggestive, provocative, and entirely valueless gro- 
tesqueries which are common today. Indeed even the 
jacket blurb uses the words “whackiest”, “zany” and 
“ribald” while adding that “Nothing sacred the 
riotous life these cartoons”. Certainly there 
reason recommend this type book any reader 
although probably would little harm adults. 


Aug. 


Bailey, Thomas Woodrow Wilson and the Great 
Betrayal. Macmillan. July 1945. xii, 429p. $3.50. 


This Dr. Bailey’s study the peace breaking, his com- 
plement the earlier study the peace making. 
shows the same extensive and discriminating examina- 
tion sources and give rounded picture the period 
from June, 1919 until Wilson’s defeat and death. Much 
the matter old, but with access the Wilson Papers 
new points have been added and doubtful ones made 
certain discarded. all the author brings live 
style that makes interesting and profitable book. 
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rapid survey the public and press attitudes and 
sketches the dramatis personae serve Dr. Bailey 
introduction the political debate that soon settled into 
party fight. The Democrats entered the struggle with 
three advantages. They had good cause, recognized 
leader, and relative unity among their Senate minority. 
The Republicans had the more skillful parliamentarians 
and the best orators the Senate. The press and the 
people were for League the abstract, but the dilatory 
tactics the Senate under Lodge and the pressing 
domestic problems reconversion and unemployment 
with rising prices turned their interest away from the 
concrete proposals their President. 


Dr. Bailey blames Wilson for the lost peace. the ulti- 
mate analysis Wilson determined whether the League was 
accepted rejected. His failure compromise 
killed any chance for successful peace. Dr. Bailey be- 
lieves Wilson should have compromised. For compromise 
the essence democratic procedure and has always 
been part our American tradition. Wilson’s stub- 
bornness, whether due illness mistaken political 
judgment, reflection otherwise great leader. 
Lodge fares better these pages. Bailey insists that 
false put the blame for the Senate’s action 
Lodge alone, but does not hesitate brand him 
narrow, bitter and partisan. illness handled 
with moderation and good taste. The author appreciates 
the position the other members the government 
this extra-constitutional problem, and rightly censures 
Mrs. Wilson’s naivete. 


not think that Dr. Bailey has given sufficient weight 
the effect the various nasty rumors about the nature 
and causes Wilson’s illness. This factor might explain 
some his intransigence. The vacillations the League 
Enforce Peace might also cast light Wilson’s doubts 
about the reservationists. the final test came, the 
League Enforce Peace became Republican instrument 
and sacrificed its strength preserve party unity. Dr. 
Bailey’s zeal for international cooperation seems have 
tarnished his historical perspective with the result that too 
much blame put Wilson for the failure the peace. 


excellent bibliographical essay and adequate index 
complete this fine study American politics. 


Brian McGrath, S.]. 


Crime Club---September Selection 


Bailey, The Wrong Man. Doubleday, Doran. 
Sept. 1945. 252p. $2.00. 


“Ah! end blokes ’ad the dirty done ’em the 
blitz and was writ orf raid casualties.” says one 
the minor characters this tale Colonel Joe Baker, 
Army, who came Pucknoll Court Pucknoll 
Park search news the English ary officer who had 
saved his life battle. For while Colonel Baker at- 
tempted, unaided, pierce through the contradictory 
evidence given the Englishman’s wife, his friend and 
fellow soldier, former associates his father-in-law’s gal- 
lery, and the local police. But when the body girl 
clerk the wife’s office was found under pile sawdust 
the Park, Colonel Baker applied Joshua Clunk for 
assistance, and with the latter’s operatives identifying 
the wrong man the exactly right murderer. 


Bailey Derrickson Index 


Since Colonel Baker was army man and not 
sleuth, the conditions found were equally promising 
their leads and five the principal characters 
suspect until subsequent action cleared them. 
development the action and its analysis, the 
shares with him the opportunity analyze and 
important clues. This slows the action times 
permits the reader the end outguess the 
(though not Joshua Clunk) but lends conviction th: 
tale. well-knit plot, individual characters and 
vincing dialogue add the reader’s entertainment. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College 


Derrickson, Marione and Bailey, John, 
Business. new collection cartoons from the 
Evening Post. Whittlesey House. Sept. 10, 1945. 
paged. $2.50. 


With the fall crop cartoon books comes this Saturda 
Evening Post laughology which combines the 
and clean humor have come associate with the 
About eighty cartoonists are represented the group 
280 cartoons; the subjects are the usual ones: the returned 
soldier, rationing, courtship, brides and grooms, 
antics, the Milquetoast type husband, fashions, recon-| 
version, etc. For enjoyment and clean humor rate 
this the top; for social significance, well, let’s leave 
the sociologists. 


The last issue was incorrectly dated September 
15th the front cover. should have 
September Ist. 
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